Features: * Click here to view our Condition Guide and Shipping Prices My Personal Review: Frank Colucci has succeeded where others have failed: he has distilled from Justice Kennedy's seemingly disparate judicial opinions a coherent explanation of the principles that guide Kennedy's jurisprudence.
Justice Kennedy is undoubtedly the most influential member of the current Supreme Court; he is also the most enigmatic. In the past, many scholars have attempted to understand his mind, but have universally fallen flat. Some have fancifully suggested that he is a libertarian. Others have claimed he is controlled by his clerks-as if Justice Kennedy could be controlled by anyone. A number of commentators have attempted to chart his "shifts" to the "left" or "right". Some have contented themselves to merely trying to makes sense of a few of his apparently conflicting opinions, without attempting to develop a full-fledged explication of his broader method. Others have thrown up their hands and said that he is simply unprincipled and inconsistent.
Colucci makes the case that Kennedy is neither unprincipled nor inconsistent. Colucci begins where others have not: by looking at Kennedy's opinions on the 9th Circuit before he became a Justice, as well as his out-of-court statements about the law. Working from there, Colucci offers a convincing account of Justice Kennedy's judicial methodology, and shows that he has consistently followed it from pre-appointment to the present.
Going forward, scholars-both in law and political science-can no longer claim that Justice Kennedy is arbitrary without responding to Colucci's work. For academics, practitioners, and anyone else looking to understand how Justice Kennedy's mind works, this book is a must read.
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